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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments] 
[00:00:07.05] Date, location participants. 


[00:00:31.07] Full name and age: Sister Diane Smith (religious name). Diane [J eanne??] Smith (baptismal 
name); age 79. 


[00:00:48.14] Early life and family. Born San Francisco, California, raised on farm. 


[00:01:16.29] Early religious life. Life in St. Justin's parish. Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) 
[Catholic children's religious education association]. Baltimore Catechism. Holy Family Sisters. Religious 
instruction. 


[00:04:35.27] Early vocation. Father and grandmother's objections. Meeting Sisters of St. J oseph. 


[00:05:12.19] Immigration background. Mother's parents from Ireland via Canada. Father's mother's family 
early settlers in Nantucket [Massachusetts]. Father's father's family ship captain from England. 


[00:06:31.04] Family reaction to vocation. Star of the Sea school. 


[00:10:09.20] Attraction to CSJs. Holy Family Sisters. Senior year at Notre Dame High School. Notre Dame 
Sisters. Interest in nursing. Sister William [??]. 


[00:11:25.20] Postulant and novice life. Sister Roseanne [Bromham (-1990)??], novice mistress. Receiving 
habit in 1957. 


[00:12:29.03] Student life. Attending Mount St. Mary's College (MSMC). Not having books. All novices 
receiving "C" grades. Sister St. Francis [Sheerin??]. First practice teaching mission. Summer classes. 


[00:13:42.21] Teaching ministry. Teaching 2nd grade. Sister Rose Damien [Killeen?? (1924?-2014)], fellow 
teacher. 


[00:14:41.12] Vatican II [Second Vatican Council 1962-1965]. Reading documents. "People of God" and less 
emphasis on hierarchy. Holiness and relationship with God. Experimentation with liturgy and Mass. 


[00:17:19.18] Ordination of women in the Church. Second Women's Ordination Conference, Baltimore, 
Maryland. Working for archdiocese. Story about mailing using archdiocese facilities. Cardinal Manning 
[Timothy Manning (1909-1989), Archbishop of Los Angeles (1970-1985). Bishop Arzube [J uan Alfredo 
Azrube (1918-2007), Bishop of Los Angeles (1971-1993)]. Bishop Ward [J ohn J ames Ward (1920-2011), 
auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles (1963-1996)]. Issues with seminary process. Attending Bishop's Conference. 


[00:19:58.23] Vatican II (cont.) Changes to liturgy. Working as Director of Religious Education and on 
pastoral team at St. J ane Frances de Chantal Church in North Hollywood, California. Communion in the hand. 
Using bread baked by women. 


[00:21:13.17] CS] reaction to Vatican I|. Social J ustice Movement. 


[00:21:56.10] Transition from teaching ministry to parish work. Teaching CCD. CCD name changes to 
Catechical or Religious Education. Teaching CCD at St. Cyril. Appointment to Director of Religious Education 
(Catechesis). Starting organization of Directors of Religious Education. Working for archdiocese as J unior 
High consultant. 


[00:25:25.13] Vatican || (cont.) Changes to parish life and catechetics. Revising materials to reflect faith. 
Story about teaching ministry preparation in Stockton, California and including social justice. 


[00:29:14.07] Vatican II (cont.) Change to habit. Habit as a barrier. 


[00:30:32.14] Graduate studies. Attending University of San Francisco for Masters in Religious Studies. 
Helpfulness of MSMC classes. Rites of I nitiation--connection between baptism and confirmation. Father 
Buckley [??]. 


[00:34:14.16] Second graduate degree. Attending Holy Names University, Oakland, California for Masters in 
Creation Spirituality. 


[00:36:16.21] Creation Spirituality movement. Oneness with creation. Respecting the earth. Application to 
ministry. 


[00:38:24.12] Changes in Church in 1990s away from Vatican II sensibility. 


[00:39:36.02] Experiences in Stockton (11 years). Bishop Montrose [Donald William Montrose (1923-2008), 
Bishop of Stockton, California (1986-1999). Working to develop ministry training program. Working with 
refugees from Laos: Lao (St. Luke's parish), Hmong (St. Luke's parish), and Khmu (St. Bernadette parish) 
communities. Father Don [??]. Starting program for various ministries and deacons from Laos communities. 
Language issues between communities. Issues with reading and writing community languages. Using art to 
create images of God. 


[00:49:01.17] Program to develop intercommunity catechetical program. Incorporating with Laotian 
communities. Story about "belonging" and term [brohmio??]--everyone working together to remove rock 
from road. Concept of community. Concept of time. Story about visiting Laotian bishops. Story about dying 
youth on life-support. Story about St. Mary's High School cafeteria and officiating at Knmu wedding. 


[00:54:53.15] Working in leadership. Moving to Bay Area [California]. Visiting the sick. 


[00:58:04.13] Advice for students on leadership. Admit you don't know. Listening. Being relational with 
people. 


[00:59:25.06] Current ministry--CS] ] ustice Coordinator. Death penalty legislation. Immigration. Sister 
Katherine Marie [Kreta '61]. Sister Barbara Anne [Stowasser '60??]. Working on legislative issues. Clergy and 
Laity United for Economic J ustice (CLUE) Rapid Response Team. Immigrant Defenders Law Center. Eric 
Garcetti [(1971-), Mayor of Los Angeles (2013-)]. Interfaith Collective. Issue of homelessness. 


[01:04:34.28] Keeping hope in justice work. Envisioning and positive energy toward change. United States 
Institute for Peace. Being aware of positive change. Hope for good from evil. Current US government 
administration. Non-violence during disagreement. Pax Christi USA. 


[01:08:00.29] Reflections on charism. "Unity and reconciliation". Future of charism. Vatican II call to enliven 
laity. Mount Saint Mary's University president Ann McEleney-] ohnson. 


[01:10:49.15] Sisters to remember. Sister Rose Cecilia Harrington (1919-2003), postulant mistress--arrest 
during farmworker movement [Delano Grape Strike and Boycott (1965-1970); work at Bread and Roses. 
Sister Georgeann O'Brien '53 (-1993), coworker at archdiocese--social justice work; arrest during 
demonstration at Camp Pendleton, California. 


[01:13:10.26] Other reflections. Ministry as calling. Conflict within Church. Homelessness in Palm Springs. 


Gay community. 

[01:14:23.12] CS}s leaving Tucson, Arizona. 

[01:15:29.14] Future of CS}s and charism. Evolution in community. 
[01:16:41.15] More about Khmu community. White privilege. 


[01:17:25.18] Resistance to ordination of women. Women as leaders. Women leaders in other religions. 
Using archdiocese to pay for women's leadership mailing. 


[01:20:07.10] [Director's comments]. 
[01:20:21.04] End of interview. 
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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments] 


[00:00:08.22] SHANNON GREEN: So, today is--what is today, Tuesday--Wednesday, April 4, 2018, and this 
is the Mount Saint Mary's University CS] Institute Oral History Project, with Film & Television. And we are 
interviewing Sister Diane Smith at the Carondelet Center, with Kelby Thwaits and Mary Trunk present. 


[00:00:32.06] SHANNON GREEN: So Sister Diane, would you get us started by--would you please state your 
full name and your age? 


[00:00:37.25] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Sister Diane Smith is my religious name. My baptismal name would be 
Diane [J eanne?] Smith, and I'm seventy-nine, almost eighty. 


[00:00:47.18] SHANNON GREEN: | was really interested to read about your childhood and how you came to 
the Church and religious life. So, would you start off by telling us a little bit more about your early childhood, 
your family, your parents? 


[00:01:02.12] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | was raised on a farm. My grandmother had a farm, and my uncle 
helped her manage the farm. When he was called into the service during World War II, my family had to 
move from San Francisco [California] to the farm to help manage the farm. We had--we really didn't have 
any religious background. My father was Episcopalian but not practicing. My mother was Catholic but not 
practicing. And so, | didn't really know much about religion or God. But as a child | began to experience 
Nature, and | really found God in the presence of God--Nature. One day | was walking in the orchard, and 
there was this absolutely beautiful spiderweb between two trees--huge. And it had been moist that morning 
so there was dew and it was sparkling. And it was a time that | just became very aware of God's presence. 
So, | knew there was something beyond and something protecting me. And it took a while for me to give a 
name to that presence, which was God. And then | later found out that | had been baptized as an infant. My 
mother knew that if a child was dying the child should be baptized. So, she promised God that if | lived, she 
would have my sister and | baptized. [laughs]. So, obviously | survived, but | didn't know that. And then the 
diocese decided to start a parish in the area. So, a priest was given an old church and an old farmhouse. So, 
St. Justin's parish began, and one of our neighbors, who knew | should be Catholic said, we're going to go to 
CCD [Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Catholic children's religious education association]. So, we go to 
CCD. And I'm sitting there and Father is asking these children all these questions, and they--I| thought how 
smart they were. | didn't know that was the Baltimore Catechism that they had memorized. So, I'm smart 
enough to know | don't know. So, I'm sitting there. And Father looks at me and he goes, you know, "How 
may persons in God?" And | said, "Well, that kid just told you there is one God." And he said, "But how many 
persons in God?" | said, "Well, one God." He said, "Make the sign of the Cross." "What's that?", said |. And | 
looked at this priest's face--the horror on his face--"I'm not going back to those classes anymore", | said. 
"That's it--I'm too dumb, I'm not going to those classes." But then, one day the Holy Family Sisters arrived 
on our farm. And you know how, sometimes there's multiple mailboxes? And so, they came down the wrong 
driveway, and it--well, it really was the right driveway. So, | said to Sister, "You know, | know I'm supposed 
to be Catholic--| have never made my First Communion." So, she said, "Well, if you get off the bus at the 
[Siemasses??], we have classes on Wednesdays." So, off the bus | got on Wednesdays, and my first religious 
instruction was in a barn. It was interesting because at the end of the classes, Sister gave everyone holy 
cards, and she would say to each child, "This one is for you, this one is for you, this one is for you." And she 
gave me a little holy card that said, "Come follow me." No, | hadn't made my First Communion, | wasn't 
going to church, but | knew that holy card had significance, and | always felt that that was God's beginning 


of a call to me--to religious life. So then eventually, | made my First Communion in the barn that had been 
converted into a church, and had difficulty getting to church because my family didn't go. We moved into 
town, and | was able to walk to church, and so then | was able to go on a regular basis. And a friend gave 
me a book--actually before | started going to church--and it was about religious vocations, and | laughed. | 
said, "Oh, I'm getting married--I'm going to have ten kids, or twelve kids maybe--that sounds good." But 
there was something about that book--that | knew my life was going to be different than having a whole 
family, so--. Then | had a friend who entered the Sisters of St. Joseph (CSJs), and | came down to see her 
receive the habit and decided that maybe | needed to explore. And here | am. [laughs]. Kind of an unusual 
vocation--yes. 


[00:05:12.17] SHANNON GREEN: Absolutely. So, a couple of questions to go back. Could you--one of the 
things that we're starting to ask the Sisters about is if you have an immigration story as part of your family. 
So, would you share your family's immigration background? 


[00:05:28.01] SISTER DIANE SMITH: My mother's parents were both orphaned. | know that her mother 
came from Canada, and probably migrated from Ireland to Canada down to Vermont. | don't know about my 
mother's father. But on my father's side, they have a long history of being in this country on my paternal 
grandmother's side. And we have the history of the first settlers in Nantucket [Massachusetts]--being the 
first white settlers in Nantucket. So, it goes back for quite a long time. On my paternal grandfather's side, his 
father was the captain of a ship. And in those days, if the ship was going down, the captain was usually 
supposed to go down with his ship. He survived, and so he left England in disgrace because you just--you 
know, this was a disgraceful thing. So, that's how my paternal grandfather ended up here in this country. 
And we actually have some of their papers--citizenship papers--that we were able to obtain. So, | had copies 
of those--my family now has those. 


[00:06:32.08] SHANNON GREEN: Could you share a little bit about how your family felt about you becoming 
Catholic and exploring religious life? 


[00:06:37.08] SISTER DIANE SMITH: My mother was probably happy that | was practicing the religion. She 
wasn't happy that | was going to become a Sister. And most of my communications with Sisters, because | 
lived in San Jose, was by mail. So, | call myself a "mail order Sister" in a sense. But my--because my 
grandmother actually had to sell the farm--what was happening--San J ose is Silicon Valley--Santa Clara is 
Silicon Valley--it was all farming, but what was happening was the city was moving out. And as the city limits 
moved out, the taxes went up, and we couldn't afford to keep the ranch, so my grandmother sold it. And so, 
we moved--our family moved in and my grandmother went from her other son, her daughter--she rotated 
with the family. So, the day that | received my acceptance, my mother was waiting for me out on the porch 
with the letter. And my grandmother was there and my grandmother hated Catholics--anything--the worst 
thing that could happen to my grandmother that was any of her kids would marry a Catholic. All of her kids 
married Catholics. But my mother wasn't practicing, so that kind of was okay. But worse than having Catholic 
in your family was that one would be a Sister or a priest. So, my grandmother was staying with us--my 
mother waited outside--she handed me the letter--she said, "| don't want you to say a word, because | just 
can't deal with your grandmother." So, | read my letter of acceptance, and two weeks later my mother 
actually died. So, my father didn't know--my grandmother didn't know--and--but when my mother was in the 
hospital, my--one of the last things that she said to her brother, who was with her, was, "| know Diane's 
being taken care of." So--and my older sister was married and had children. So, | did not tell my father, 
because he didn't like Catholics either, and | don't think he wanted--actually, what happened was, he lifted 
all my restraints in dating. [laughs]. You know, you didn't have--I didn't have to come in at a certain time-- 
he was encouraging me to get out and do anything | wanted, because | think he thought that would distract 
me a little bit, because he thought | was too religious. When | finally told--l only saw my father cry twice-- 
when my mother died, and when | told him | was going to enter the convent. And he--we were not to talk 
about it again, we were--if | did that, that was it, | wasn't his daughter anymore. So, Sister William [??] had 
arranged for the girls from Star of the Sea to come down on the train, and she arranged for me to meet 
them in San Jose. So, my cousin drove me. And | didn't know if | would ever have any communication with 
my dad again. Fortunately, he went on vacation to visit his brother and his brother's wife and family, and his 
brother's wife was a practicing Catholic. She was just a lovely lady and knew how to handle my father. So 
then, | got a letter from my dad--so then, you know, we kind of broke that--. The day after | got the habit, 
my grandmother dropped dead. And so, | always felt responsible for her death. [laughs]. She couldn't live 


with the fact--she had not only a Catholic--practicing Catholic in her family--but one that was a nun. 
[laughs]. So, that was too much for her. | mean, | always felt responsible for her death. But I'm sure that, 
you know, whether | had entered the convent or not she--you Know, it was her time. 


[00:10:09.19] SHANNON GREEN: Could you say more about what drew you--you knew the Holy Name 
Sisters--but then you encountered the CSJs? 


[00:10:16.15] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, | knew--the Holy Family Sisters were the--and actually, when we 
moved into town, | had been with kids in the high school for eleven years--the elementary school, which was 
out in the country, and then of course we went to the--in town, Santa Clara. My senior year, because we had 
moved, | was told that | could not stay, because | was in a different school district. So, my aunt actually got 
me into Notre Dame High School for my senior year--telling the Sisters she thought | had a vocation, so--. 
But | wasn't attracted to the Notre Dame Sisters and what | really wanted to be was a nurse, and | knew the 
Sisters of St. Joseph had nursing. So, when | went to Sister William on Thanksgiving vacation, went up to 
San Francisco on the train, | said, "Sister, you know | want to be a nursing Sister." And she said, "If you 
want to be a nurse, honey, you go be a nurse--if you want to be a teacher, go be a teacher. But if you feel 
called to be a Sister | will help you." So, here | am. And obviously | never became a nurse. | ended up 
teaching. But that was all part of God's plan I'm sure. 


[00:11:24.22] SHANNON GREEN: What do you remember about your days as a postulant and a novice? 
What was that like for you, especially given that you didn't have a lot of family support? 


[00:11:34.26] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, it was hard. | mean, | probably was one of the most obedient 
postulants or whatever, because | felt like | had to be this good Sister. What was hard about it was a lot of 
the young women that entered were like from Star of the Sea or St. Mary's Academy or Our Lady of Peace, 
or from some--there was a group from Tucson. And so, they kind of knew each other. So, | kind of felt like 
an outsider, really. So, that was hard. And then as a novice, | think | was a little more relaxed. Sister 
Roseanne [Bromham (-1990)??], who was our mistress of novices, | felt--l mean, | don't know how she 
handled it--there were 118 of us in that novitiate. But | felt a little bit more comfortable with--during the 
novitiate. | don't have a lot of memories. | call them--my early years--my "blackout years"--because | don't 
have a lot of memories. [laughs]. 


[00:12:22.20] SHANNON GREEN: And what year did you receive the habit? 
[00:12:25.08] SISTER DIANE SMITH: In 1957. 


[00:12:29.09] SHANNON GREEN: Do you remember much about being a student or starting your college 
education? 


[00:12:34.27] SISTER DIANE SMITH: That was really tough, because we were taking classes at the Mount, 
but we didn't have our own books. And | wasn't aggressive enough to get the one book that was off the 
shelf, and so! could never hardly get my homework done. But--so | ended up being a "C" student, and it 
was only--I think a lot of it was because | couldn't do the study--or have the materials that | needed to be 
able to--. And that--| think they gave us all "C's" besides that. But because--it was interesting when we 
made vows. We went to register for continued classes, and Sister St. Francis [Sheerin??] separated eleven of 
us out, and we didn't know why we weren't registering for the rest of the classes. And we found out that we 
were being sent out to teach--to practice teach. So, | didn't know if it was that | didn't--wasn't worth 
working with, or they thought | was so good they could just send me out. [laughs]. But--so it took me a long 
time to get my degree, because | did it during the summers, and Saturdays. We'd come up on Saturdays-- 
studied on Saturdays and during the summer--during the summers. Summers was better because | had 
more access to the library and | had access to the materials | needed. So--. 


[00:13:43.20] SHANNON GREEN: So, you started out as a teacher-- 
[00:13:47.03] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yes. 
[00:13:47.17] SHANNON GREEN: --second grade. 


[00:13:49.02] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yes. 
[00:13:49.25] SHANNON GREEN: What do you remember from your early days in ministry? 


[00:13:53.15] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | had like sixty-five kids packed into that classroom. Fortunately, | 
had--Sister Rose Damien [Killeen?? (1924?-2014)] was across the hall from me, and she was very good 
about helping me. And | tried--| mean, the kids were very good. In those days, the kids were very good and 
the parents were very supportive. | mean, we could never have sixty-five kids in the classroom now. First of 
all, they'd be too restless, you know--they're used to technologies. So--so the kids are pretty good. | did 
enjoy them--I really did. But | remember one day having the teacher manual in front of me going, "How 
come you don't do what the teacher manual says you're supposed to do now?" [laughs]. But | didn't mind 
teaching, and | got attached to the kids, you know. | always cried at the last day of school, because | got 
attached to my students. 


[00:14:40.02] SHANNON GREEN: And so, you were an elementary school teacher for a good number of 
years--pretty much up until Vatican 11 [Second Vatican Council 1962-1965] or through--? 


[00:14:48.22] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yes. | grew up on Vatican II, as soon as the documents came out. 
Because we'd study on Saturdays but we'd also come down here to the juniorate, and as soon as a 
document came out, that's what we studied. So, | mean, from the minute the print came out, we were 
immersed in the documents. 


[00:15:06.07] SHANNON GREEN: What was that like for you, to read those documents and study them? 


[00:15:09.01] SISTER DIANE SMITH: It was very freeing, actually. | mean, | think that it resonated more 
with how | felt we should live--not only religious life, but our faith. 


[00:15:20.03] SHANNON GREEN: That--] mean, you were religiously educated in the pre-Vatican I|-- 


[00:15:26.10] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, | was and | wasn't, because | had so little religious education 
when | came in. So maybe that was a good thing. | mean, | was--I tried to learn everything--the faith, the 
doctrine, the dogma, all that kind of thing. But | think | was maybe not as rigid in it because | was not as 
formed in it as the kids who went through twelve years of Catholic school. And the--I never did learn the 
Baltimore Catechism, | have to confess. [all laugh]. 


[00:15:52.11] SHANNON GREEN: And your ministry, really--which we'll talk more about--but really, is in this 
Vatican || Church-- 


[00:15:56.16] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yes. 


[00:15:57.19] SHANNON GREEN: --so, we're doing--we're trying to do more in depth on some of the 
experiences of Vatican ||. So, would you share with us, really, what was--more, you know, exciting--you 
said--about the way you lived, or about the way we were as Church? Are there particular concepts or do you 
want to talk about liturgy, or religious habit, or those kind of changes that happened in your experience of 
them? 


[00:16:24.05] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | think, for me, several of the--the documents on the Church were 
very mind-blowing and also heart-opening--and the whole emphasis on the fact that we are the "people of 
God"--we are the Church. And so that was very important to me, to not see the hierarchical dimensions that 
had been so grilled into us. And yes, we are the Church. And | think that really--throughout my ministry and 
when | worked with adults | kept saying, "But, you are the Church." People would say, "Why doesn't the 
diocese--" or why--| said, "But you are the diocese", "You are the Church". So, | think that was one thing 
that was really important to me. And the other thing--it stressed the holiness, and how important the 
holiness was, and the relationship with God, you know, and it had to come from the heart. All of those--| 
mean, when | just kind of reflect back, especially on the document on the Church, those are some of the 
things that | think were so influential in my own life. 


[00:17:19.03] SHANNON GREEN: What about your experience of liturgy and the Mass? 


[00:17:24.15] SISTER DIANE SMITH: We did a lot of experimentation with the Mass. But | think--getting 
back to the liturgy--| felt very strongly about women being ordained. And | went to the--I think it was the 
second Women's Ordination Conference in Baltimore [Maryland]. And at that time, | was working for the 
archdiocese, and when | told my boss what | was going to do | thought well | probably would be fired. But 
he just said, "Just keep your face out of the cameras--| don't want the Archbishop or the Cardinal to see 
you--just keep your face--". [laughs]. So, if | held up a sign it was to hide my face. But because | felt so 
strongly about that, | volunteered to help prepare for the next Women's Ordination Conference. And the 
women that was doing all the publicity was here in Los Angeles, and she had a small budget. And at one 
point we had a pretty--a fairly large mailing to do, but she had run out of money for mailing. So, | thought, 
well, you Know, of course the Church is going to support Women's Ordination, so | brought all the mailing to 
the archdiocese--now this probably shouldn't be in video at all--[all laugh]--but anyway--so | brought all the 
mailing and it went through the diocesan mail. And | remember taking--| didn't want to leave it where 
people could see it, so | took it out to the mailboxes, and as | throw it in I'm going, "Thank you, Cardinal 
Manning [Timothy Manning (1909-1989), Archbishop of Los Angeles (1970-1985) ]--thank you Bishop Arzube 
[J uan Alfredo Arzube (1918-2007), Bishop of Los Angeles (1971-1993)], thank you Bishop Ward [J ohn James 
Ward (1920-2011), auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles (1963-1996)]. | know you'd like to support Women's 
Ordination." [all laugh]. So, | think | felt very strongly about women being ordained. And right now, | know 
that there are some women who have been ordained, but | feel like it's better to go through the legal 
process. And | know that one of the things that we felt was that, the way the seminary was set up, it needed 
to be changed, because it was--it wasn't forming men really from the heart, so much. | mean, there were 
certainly priests who experienced that and were wonderful ministers and immersed themselves in Vatican II. 
But we just felt that there needed to be a change, and so one of the things at--the conference | went to was 
held before the National Bishop's Conference, and so we had our whole list of demands, and that was 
brought. | didn't but some of the leadership brought those demands to the Bishop's Conference, met the 
bishops out in the hall with their demands. | had hoped in my lifetime | would see women ordained. Unless 
|, you know--! don't know--I'm going to have to push a few for years for that, | think. But in getting back to 
your question about the liturgy--when | worked at St. Jane Frances [de Chantal Church]--by then, | was no 
longer teaching, | was the Director of Religious Education and | was on the pastoral team at St. Jane 
Frances in North Hollywood [California]. Very--we were very progressive. And we decided that we would 
have liturgy--Mondays were our meeting nights, so we would have a liturgy before and then we would go 
into our meetings, and if anyone wanted to come--and so we would, as part of our staff meeting every 
Monday, we'd prepare for the liturgy. We decided to bake bread. Now we still did not have permission to 
receive Communion in the hand, and so we decided to bake bread, and then we went, "But we can't give 
Communion on the tongue with bread--we have to give Communion in the hand." So, the pastor announces 
this, and so we do give Communion in the hand. Well, of course, we got in trouble for that, because-- 
[laughs]--so the pastor got called on the carpet, and was told, "Even if the bishops lined across this country 
shoulder to shoulder we couldn't give you permission to give Communion in the hand." Anyway, it was a 
little, you know. [all laugh]. There were several things that came to the attention to the archdiocese that we 
did. 


[00:21:11.21] SHANNON GREEN: Within the CS} community at that time, were there--were you different, in 
terms of your embracing of Vatican II, or-- 


[00:21:22.09] SISTER DIANE SMITH: No, there were a lot of us that embraced the Vatican II--! think that's 
when the whole J ustice Movement--everything began to rise up, because we began to realize that we 
needed to be a voice. You know, that, you know, today--the reading today was--"Our hearts are burning 
within us". And | think with Vatican Il our hearts became burning within us to go out and to live the mission 
of Jesus. So yes, there were a lot of us. Now, | kind of was not necessarily connected with the group that 
was doing all the justice work, but | was doing justice work. 


[00:21:55.04] SHANNON GREEN: Would you share a little bit about how you transitioned your ministry from 
elementary school to parish--what that was like for you or how that came about? 


[00:22:03.19] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well I--] think that what happened--because of my experience of the 


Holy Family Sisters and the catechetical work, | had a heart for people that were doing the CCD, as it was 
called then. So, |--once | got my degree, once | got my credential, | always volunteered to teach. And the 
first--before--my first experience of it was in the parish where the pastor was the director of the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, as it was called at that time. And there was young priest and myself who 
decided we needed to really revamp the CCD program in the parish. So, we really worked to do that. 
However--[laughs]--the pastor was not happy with this. So, | think | had a strong sense for religious 
education or catechetical ministry, you Know--there was a transition in terms of what we called it-- 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine--I think then we moved to the Catechetical or Religious Education. And | 
think there was--changing the name was important because we were going from head knowledge to helping 
people get it to their hearts and live it. So, | think the change in name meant also a change in how we 
approached catechetics. So, when | was at St. Cyril's teaching, |--the catechetical program needed a lot of 
help. So, | did--] worked with the person who was organizing the program to help train the catechists. And 
at that point, Directors of Religious Education were a new concept in parishes. And so, a parish was looking 
for a Director of Religious Education, and because they knew--the community knew | had been so involved-- 
that | was assigned to St. Jane Frances as the Director of Catechesis, and became involved on the 
archdiocese--. Again, the transition was, there was--it was very organized--the archdiocese had it very 
organized in terms of how a catechetical program should be. And so, you were to have a President of the 
program, and there were all different facets that were quite organized. But there was no place for a Director 
of Religious education, because we were a new animal. So, they decided to call the Presidents of the 
programs for a meeting. And so, | said, "Okay, you know, I'm going with you--l want to see what goes on." 
Well, | found out there were about five of us who did the same thing. So, we all went off on our own little 
place and own little circle, and we said, "You know, the archdiocese is not acknowledging the fact that there 
is now this new creature called the Director of Religious Education. So, let's just start our own little 
organization." So, we went to the person in the archdiocese, and said, "Since you're not acknowledging us 
we just want you to know that we're starting our own organization." We got sent for by the Director of 
Religious Education. He was so upset. "You will not have your own--!" | said, "Stop right there, Monsignor. 
You are not acknowledging us, we are not part of your system, so if you can't support us in what we're 
doing, we're going to support each other." So we became his Representative Council for Directors of 
Religious Education. [laughs]. And then he hired me--so that | got hired by the archdiocese. 


[00:25:24.28] SHANNON GREEN: So, what--in those--I'm just looking at the dates of when all that was 
happening in the seventies--and it's this--right after Vatican II, and parish life is transforming. What do you 
see as kind of the--maybe your most exciting contribution or the exciting changes that you saw in parish and 
catechetics at that time? 


[00:25:48.04] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | think what was exciting, first of all, was we were really helping to 
develop people to do catechetics in a different way. And again, it was trying to bring it from the head to the 
heart, and the fact that you also have to live your faith. So, even the materials--helping people to use the 
materials in a way that would help the child not just learn about the faith, you know--"My nephew went to 
CCD--he can quote the Catechism to me, but he doesn't like the Church." Okay. And so--| think the idea was 
to try to help people realize that this was coming from--had to come from a faith experience, and to help 
them develop that faith. 


[00:26:26.03] SHANNON GREEN: Can you give an example of what that kind of faith experience might be 
like for someone being formed? 


[00:26:33.18] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Hm. I--well--this experience might--not exactly answer your question, 
but | would like to use it. When | was the Director of Ministry Formation in the diocese in Stockton--the 
diocese is fairly conservative. And | could see that there was some work ahead, but you couldn't--you can't 
impose anything on anybody. Because you can't grab them by the hair and put them where you want them 
to be. You have to just slowly move people or awaken people. So, we had four--the preparation--ministry 
formation program had four courses. And what | tried to do was to incorporate--without saying "social 
justice" because that would raise red flags--but to incorporate--like the first course--the dignity of the 
person. And then to use cultural images, so that it was also awakening within people that God works in 
many ways through many cultures. But the dignity of the human person was very important. So, that was 
like a six weeks course. Then we got to our second course, which was liturgy--and again, trying to do what 
we could do to make liturgy alive for people. When | got to the third course, it was morality, and people had 


to choose an assignment and | gave them options of assignments. And one of the men came to me and 
said, "There's an execution happening in San Quentin [prison]", and he said, "| always supported execution, 
but after having gone through these courses, | no longer can support that." And he lived in Modesto 
[California], so he wanted to have a vigil when the person was being executed. So, he had a vigil in the 
parish. | gave him some of the Bishop's statements. He called the Modesto Bee [newspaper]--the Modesto 
Bee came in and supported it. Now, for me, that was a conversion in that man's life. And so, that example 
comes to mind. | don't know if that really answers your question, but | think what we tried to do was to 
bring the faith to the heart, and then to live it. So, | always think, "Mind, heart, and--"--it has to start from 
the heart, but sometimes it's going to start from the head, and you got to bring it, you know. The thing is, 
why do we articulate the faith? It came from an experience of God. And to--and that was one of the things | 
tried to connect people to. You know, here are maybe our doctrine or our beliefs or our dogma, but why did 
that come--where did that come from? It came from the experience from the heart. It came from the 
experience of faith--God. 


[00:29:13.24] SHANNON GREEN: Before we continue on more in your ministry track, is there anything--any 
reflection you have--on the religious habit and what that change was like for you? 


[00:29:24.02] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, | remember sitting--we had--you know, what we called "Prayer 
and Lecture"--and so at one o'clock on Saturdays we would gather. We would read something and then we 
would reflect on it. And the Superior said, "You know, we're not going to have these habits very much 
longer." | said, "You are crazy. We will always have the habits." | mean, | was so offended that--what was 
wrong with her that she thought we wouldn't have the habit? So, when Vatican I| invited the communities 
to go back to their origins, and we realized that Sisters didn't wear the habit, and they were told not to, to 
meet with the people--that was--it was hard for me to give up that identity. And so | thought, "Well, you 
know, I'll try the change and see." And so, | did. But what | found--for some people the habit was a barrier. 
| mean, some people loved the habit, and even now when they see some of the students in the habit, | 
mean, they're just thrilled because it brings back all their memories of childhood. But it was a barrier. And | 
discovered that it removed some of that barrier. Then | felt like it was the right thing to do. 


[00:30:32.02] SHANNON GREEN: Could you share a little bit more about when you started your graduate 
studies? So, were you kind of getting more into this field and needed a little more education, or--how did 
that come about? 


[00:30:48.03] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, as soon as | Knew--when I|--even before | became a DRE 
[Director of Religious Education], and | knew that | was doing a lot with catechetical ministries, | asked the 
community if | could work on a degree in Religious Studies. So, | went to University of San Francisco [(USF)] 
to get my degree in Religious Studies. And so, | really loved going to the University. And actually, to be 
honest with you, my classes at Mount St. Mary's prepared me very well to do papers--prepared me very well 
to study--| did extremely well at the University of San Francisco thanks to what | had been trained to do 
here at Mount St. Mary's. In fact, it was more difficult here at Mount St. Mary's than it was actually with the 
classes--. And | really got into it and | remember--and | developed some friendships too, which was kind of 
nice, some of which I've, you know, stayed connected with--because we all worked hard. | remember one 
class, Theological Foundations--came in, sat down, read his notes for three hours. There were about 
probably twenty or twenty-five of us in the class. The next day there were twenty of us in the class. The 
next day--[laughs]. And all the women started leaving the class because he had--we didn't have as much 
philosophy as the priests, and so what he was doing was--you know, you had to have that philosophy 
background. But about three of us women decided we weren't leaving. We didn't care--we were going to 
stick this out. But after class, | found even the priests were having trouble with it. So, we developed a little 
community after class to decide to translate what he had been saying. But that was my most difficult class. 
The rest | really enjoyed--I'm--were actually eye-opening. And | brought a lot of work back into the parish--| 
mean, to my ministry--yeah--parish first and then to the catechetical ministry | was doing. One of the things 
that was a challenge--because Christiane Brusselmans [(1930-1991, Catholic religious educator]--who is now 
deceased--talked about the Rites of Initiation and then | also took a class on the Rites of Initiation, and 
realized the connection of Baptism and Confirmation, and how the right way to do it would be baptism, 
confirmation then Eucharist. And | was the J unior High Consultant for the archdiocese. And one of the things 
that happened in junior high was Confirmation. So, | came with a different perspective. And | actually--when 
| wrote my final paper--and | wrote it from that perspective--it wasn't accepted, because one of the priests-- 


Father Buckley [??]--was working with the California Catholic Conference on the issue of Confirmation, and 
they were coming from a pastoral perspective. | call it the "holding the carrot over the kid's head to make 
sure he comes to class and gets confirmed", but anyway. So, | ran into a little conflict there from my classes 
at USF, and so | had to rewrite my paper. But | wasn't going to give up the liturgical perspective on the fact 
that it should be Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, so | said, "Well, there are two perspectives--there is the 
liturgical perspective and there's the pastoral--then that way | got--finally got my degree anyway. [all laugh]. 


[00:33:59.24] SHANNON GREEN: You're really highlighting though what graduate theological education 
brings up, you know, in the tradition and uncovering that and the application that in parish. 


[00:34:14.13] SISTER DIANE SMITH: And then, in the nineties, | actually got another degree, which most 
people don't know. | don't know if that's in my papers anywhere or not. 


[00:34:19.21] SHANNON GREEN: It is, please tell us about it. 


[00:34:21.22] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | had worked for the archdiocese--| had kind of a little break because 
the community asked me to do some work for them and then | came back--so | actually worked for the 
archdiocese for eleven years. And sometimes--all the people that | worked closely with had left and taken 
jobs with publishing companies and other positions. And | said, you know, it's time. And so, two of the 
people | had worked with that had left had--they had--Franciscan communications closed and they didn't-- 
we were unemployed. So, we were going to start our own consulting service. So, | put in my resignation to 
the archdiocese, and then this was--and | talked to the community, so this was kind of the direction. But 
then, as it turned out, the people that | was going to work with got hired by the publishing companies. So, | 
was really lucky, because my Provincial said, "Well, take a year off." So, | was--| knew about Creation 
Spirituality at Holy Names [University, Oakland, California] and so--creation has always been--very part of 
my life. So, | went to Holy Name College. And | was only going to--! wasn't going to go for the masters 
degree, which was offered--I was just going to go for the first six months. Well, | really got into it--| did all 
the work. So, | ended up staying for the year and getting my masters degree in Creation Spirituality. And 
that really--the difference between USF and what! was doing--first of all, it was very hands-on, and a lot of 
interaction and drumming and dancing and, you know--music--it was beautiful. Loved it. But what | found is, 
many of the people who went into Creation Spirituality didn't have a college background, and so it helped a 
lot in terms of the papers | had to write and my final project. 


[00:36:15.16] SHANNON GREEN: Would you, just for the sake of background, share a little bit about the 
Creation Spirituality Movement? 


[00:36:21.16] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, the whole idea is to really raise up the consciousness that we are 
one with Creation, and to open up people's lives so that they relate to Creation in terms of oneness, and the 
fact that it's alive, and, you know, all these are sentient creatures that we just take for granted. So, it's like 
trying to open--and it was--the people that came really had a strong sense of conserving the Earth and being 
able to honor the Earth and respect the Earth. A lot of the people were not Christian. Some of--a lot of 
Native American spirituality, but it was really to ground us into the Earth. 


[00:36:58.20] SHANNON GREEN: How did that change your approach to ministry? Or enhance it? 


[00:37:04.19] SISTER DIANE SMITH: It definitely has enhanced it. And you know, early on, | became very 
aware of how important it was to care for the Earth, and so, probably when nobody was really talking about 
Styrofoam being so destructive to the Earth, | would not use Styrofoam--I used real cups. | was very careful 
not to use paper if | didn't have to. And so, | really started being very careful about what | did so that | was 
not contaminating the Earth. And | find that very difficult here, to be honest with you, because we are not 
Earth-conscious in this building. And I've tried to raise consciousness and |--it's like sometimes | feel like I'm 
being stabbed in the heart when | see how careless people are in terms of what people are doing and how 
they're contaminating the Earth. But, | also brought that to my classes. | gave people much better sense of 
it. | Know when | was in Stockton with the school ministry, you know, | wouldn't let us use paper plates, we 
had to use real plates, we had to use real cups, we had--and the person | was working with would go nuts 
with me. And I'd say, "Well, you have to wash all that stuff." Okay, that's my gift to the Earth--you know, 
that's my gift to the Earth. And so, in a sense then, that example went out to the students themselves, so 


they were more Earth-conscious. 


[00:38:25.18] SHANNON GREEN: It seems to me, from my experience, that much of the kind of Vatican I| 
stream and the studies that you did--the Church started to kind of move away from--from those 
perspectives, right, in the nineties and the two-thousands. What was that like for you, being so deeply 
steeped in one sort of track, and then the Church starts this kind of retrenchment? 


[00:38:53.07] SISTER DIANE SMITH: It's very painful, because, you know, some of the people that | still 
stay in touch with--we call it the "Golden Years" of catechetics. The seventies and the eighties, especially 
towards the middle of the seventies and into the seventies and the eighties--it was just the--just a wonderful 
awakening, | think--a way of presenting the faith. And so, it was like the golden years. Then | saw the 
pulling away from that, and it's really very painful--it really is. And I've had a lot of problems with this 
archdiocese--because | worked in it, | knew what it was, | knew how alive it was--and I've just seen how it's 
changed in its heart. Yeah. 


[00:39:37.07] SHANNON GREEN: | know your time--you've shared with me, your time in Stockton was very 
special for you. Would you share just a little bit about what it was like when you got there, and your 
experiences over those years? 


[00:39:48.00] SISTER DIANE SMITH: What--I finished--as | was finishing my studies at Holy Name, | knew | 
needed to find a job. | was beginning to be asked, "What are you going to do? Where are you going to 
work? Where are you going to minister?" And | said, | didn't know, but it would--and what | discovered in 
my life--always where I've gone, I've been called. So, | got a phone call, and it was from Bishop Montrose 
[Donald William Montrose (1923-2008), Bishop of Stockton, California (1986-1999)]. And he apparently knew 
of me from someone he knew in Los Angeles, so he asked me to come to Stockton, and so | did. And so, 
actually, he would have hired me. | said, "I think we need to talk." So, | felt like | was interviewing him 
rather than he was interviewing me. And so, | got hired to develop the ministry formation program, which | 
think a lot of the skills that | had developed during those "Golden Years" were transferable in terms of--you 
know, it wasn't catechetical ministry as such, but it was forming adults to go out and minister in their 
parishes. So, a lot of those skills that | developed and enhanced in me were used in terms of the adult 
education | was doing. | loved being in Stockton because--it's five counties. Some of it's up in the 
mountains--one of the parishes was on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada [mountains]--so if | went over 
| had to spend the night--and you couldn't always go over because the roads got closed when it snowed and 
so--that was one of our parishes. | loved the foothill parishes. | did work in the foothill parishes--all of the 
foothill parishes | did some ministry and teaching. But it was like--it was so--when | went to Modesto | never 
took the freeway--| always found a back road, because | wanted to experience the farming and the orchards 
or you know, just the truck gardening--whatever it happened to be--the road gardens. 


[00:41:42.05] SISTER DIANE SMITH: So, I--it was very much a part of who | was. And it was very exciting 
to see how people grew when | was doing the faith formation. And--but when | went to Stockton--I'm a 
work-a-holic, and | think a lot of it has to do growing up where | grew up, and we had to--I| mean, we had 
to work in the farm. And when | was five years old | was out helping, you know. So, | think | have that 
strong work ethic--too much so. So, | said, "When | go to Stockton I'm not going to take on anything else. 
I'm just going to focus on this. I'm going to say, 'No'. I'm going to learn to say, 'No.'" So, shortly after | 
arrived, | got a phone call from a priest, and he said, "You know, there's refugees here from Laos. They're 
Khmu here from Laos, and I've been coming from Richmond [California] to come over, because nobody is 
paying attention to them." So, he said, "Would you please help me?" | said, "No." I've worked with cultures 
in Los Angeles, but, you know, | kind of got immersed in the cultures, | knew the cultures | could work with, 
and | don't know this culture, and no. Phones me again--"Sister, you know, you're the right person--I've 
talked to people--you're the one we need to do this." "No, Father, I'm not doing this." Three phone calls--no. 
Finally, he said, "Well, just come--and just come to this meeting." | said, "Okay. | have to go to the airport, 
but | can come for a few minutes to this meeting on the way to the airport." | arrived at the house--now, in 
Laos, people don't have furniture. So, very little furniture in the house--everybody's sitting on the floor. So, 
I'm sitting on the one couch with Father. And so, they're trying to tell me, you know, how they feel like 
they're abandoned by the church, and would | please help them. And | going, "You know, | don't know your 
culture--| don't know your language--! don't know if | can help you." They looked at me and said, "We want 
you." [gasps]. [laughs]. Right in the heart. Okay. So, that was the beginning of my other ministry--as | say, 


my real ministry--my unpaid ministry. 


[00:43:47.13] SISTER DIANE SMITH: So, but then | found out that they were at St. Bernadette--| mean, St. 
Luke's and there was the Lao community, the Hmong community, and the Khmu community. And the Lao 
historically had invaded Laos. The Khmu were like our Native peoples--they had been oppressed and they 
were oppressed by the Laotians and that continued in the parish. So, the Khmu said, "We can't stay here 
because of the Laotians." So, then they moved over to St. Bernadette's. But then by that time | was also 
working with the Laotians and the Khmu. So, I'd be with--St. Luke's with the Laotians, St. Bernadette's with 
the Khmu, and the Hmong--small--very small community of Hmong. So that was my real ministry in a sense. 
| decided that having had some experience with how--Father Don [??] was so good--he didn't speak Laotian 
or anything but he had started working with the Southeast Asians in Richmond, and he would come over 
once a month and be with them and say Mass for them--but--in English. So, | went to the Bishop and said, 
"You know, we need to start a deaconate program and we need to have deacons from these communities." 
And he said, "Well, we haven't had a deaconate program, but | think that we can start it for all the 
communities." And so, the deaconate program started. So, | went and | tried to--l--with the Khmu, what |-- 
and the Laotians--| said, "You know, there's lots of ministries, and you're always telling me you need this 
and you need that. Okay, so what are the things that the community needs?" Okay, youth ministry, visiting 
the sick, liturgy. So | said, "Now, what | want to do is form you in communities and | will help you to work 
with the youth--those of you that want to do that--et cetera." So, we kind of established those ministries. 
And then | talked about the deaconate, and who would they call to be the deacon from their community. So 
this took months. But meanwhile, the deaconate board is doing their thing. And they're on their time 
schedule. [laughs]. So, it's now time for the registrations to come in. And I'm saying, "But we're not ready." 
"But the date is." And I'm going, "I don't care what the date is--we have to wait." So, finally we get a-- 
someone from the Khmu community and the Lao community sent for me and the pastor and said, "We have 
three." So they presented three candidates for the deaconate. So, | kept saying to the board, "I don't care 
what your time frame is, you just have to extend it." And so, we did. 


[00:46:29.25] SISTER DIANE SMITH: But language was a problem. We did have a woman who had been in 
a religious community who was Laotian and she had some theological background and so she sat in the 
classes and translated for us, because the Khmu did understand Laotian. So that was trying to get them to 
be able to minister to their own people, and that also had some interesting things happen. [laughs]. But | 
never knew--you know, | was in my office--| never knew when they were--when someone was going to 
show up with some crisis. It was--you know, and I'd just stop and--that's not what I'm supposed to be 
doing--but this is what I--so, what am | really supposed to be doing? So, | had some interesting experiences. 
And because | was so much a part of them, | think they kind of thought that | knew their--after a while, they 
just assumed | knew--on Sundays we--they would come to Mass, and they wanted to know more about their 
faith because they had been converted in the camps. But they didn't read or write. There was a priest who 
had tried to do some of the scriptures in Khmu, and a couple of them could read those, but most of them 
couldn't. Some could read Lao--most of them couldn't. So, that was another way--to catechize people 
without using the written form was a very interesting experience. So, we had to do a lot with clay and art 
and--one of the times that we were doing images of God, and so | gave them clay. Now, one man drew a 
beautiful--he was artistic--he drew a beautiful sketch of his image of God, which was great. But we had all 
these little clay figures. One of them was like a little--they had made several little figures, and someone was 
grinding rice. And so | said, "Well, tell me how that's your image of God." "Well, the leader grinds the rice to 
feed the people. And J esus feeds the people." It was so touching. Then another one had a scarecrow, and | 
went, "Oh God, he didn't get it at all", you know. And he's--he explained all this in Knmu. | don't have a clue 
what he's explaining. So | said to somebody, "You know, kind of tell me why he thinks God is a scarecrow?" 
"Well, the scarecrow protects the crops--it keeps the birds from the crops, and God protects us." So they 
were all these beautiful things that would happen. | mean, my images of God grew so much just from their 
images of God. So, anyway, | kind of rant and rave on that little topic. 


[00:48:59.24] SISTER DIANE SMITH: But there--you know, we went through their traumas. The other thing 
that | think that was--we tried--we got a grant from the United States Catholic Conference to do a 
catechetical program--to develop a catechetical program that could be used with other communities in--you 
know, across the country. So, we were working on that. And we--as we were working on it, we decided to 
do a unit on Church. So, we brought some of the leaders together, and so we're trying to help them so that 
we could use their culture to understand what Church was. So, | said, "What does it mean to belong?" And 


they looked at me like [gives blank look]. "Well, this glass belongs to him, and this belongs to her." And I'm 
going, uh-oh, they don't understand "belong". So finally, they go, "Oh, oh you mean [brohmio??]." "Okay, 
what's [brohmio??]" "Well, it's like there's a rock on the road, and everybody works in harmony to get the 
rock off the road." | thought, isn't that beautiful--what a beautiful image of Church--you work in harmony. 
So, then we incorporated that "belonging" is to "work together". And it was synchronistic, but you can't use 
that word, you know. So there were so many beautiful things, and so much tragedy. But the other piece of it 
that | wanted to say because of that is, you know, we talk about Church as community--we don't understand 
what community is. They were very communal. So, a family might stop coming to church. And I'd say, "Well, 
why aren't they coming." "Well, I'll find out." Their son had been arrested. So, they brought--so they had 
brought disgrace upon the community--so everything that they did affected the community. Now, you know, 
we don't--we just can't comprehend that. We say, Church is community. We don't fully comprehend what 
community is, but they got what community was. You know, somebody died, they were in the home twenty- 
four hours with the food and the coming and the praying and everybody was there. So, that sense of 
community was so strong. 


[00:51:04.27] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Their sense of time was very different than yours and mine, believe 
me, and that--[laughs]--| mean, just a little bit of that with the whole thing. A Laotian bishop--a bishop from 
Laos--came to visit them. And so, | did tell our bishop that he was coming, and that we were having this 
service. But | said, "Bishop, you have to understand--if they say it's at five o'clock, it probably isn't going to 
be at five o'clock, so you just have to know. We don't know when it really is, but that's what they are 
saying." And so, again we had the Lao one--the bishop was coming for the Lao, and then he was coming for 
the Khmu. And so, the chancellor--"When are they coming?" "Well, you know, Sister, this is when they tell 
me they're coming." "Are they having a Mass?" "They said no they're not having a Mass. But that doesn't 
mean they're not having a Mass--you just have to know." So, I'm trying to explain that to her. Well, she 
comes exactly at the right time. And then they're having--"Well, you told me they weren't having--". | said, 
"They told me they weren't having a Mass, but | told you they might have a Mass." And then--when it was 
for the Khmu the next day--"Bishop, they said five o'clock, but just stay--hang loose--maybe it will be five 
o'clock and maybe it won't be five o'clock." And as it turned out, it wasn't five o'clock. So you just, you 
know--I think you just have to learn that different people have different concepts of time. And then we had a 
family whose son was dying. So, | spent a lot of time in--at the hospital with them. And so, the son was not 
going to recover. And so, they kept having his heart stop, and they wanted it started again. And so, it was 
obvious that they needed to remove the life support. So, | sat with them. And so, the doctor was coming, 
and so | said, "Now, what are you going to say to the doctor--we're going to tell the doctor, you know, that 
it's time." So, the doctor comes and they never say, you know, they want the life support--. And I'm going, 
"Now, wasn't there something else you wanted to say to the doctor?" "No." The doctor leaves. | said, "I 
thought you had decided that it was time to take the life support--." Well, the elders of the community had 
met and told them they couldn't do that. So, eventually they were able--to be able to say, "Yes", and, you 
know, and to remove the son's life support systems. But, you know, it was just an interesting experience. 
And another experience--well, | don't know--do you want me to go on and on about this? 


[00:53:39.08] SHANNON GREEN: Sure, one more story, and then I'll ask you some other questions. 


[00:53:43.13] SISTER DIANE SMITH: St. Mary's High School was very good about letting us use their 
cafeteria for meetings, and we did that a lot. And so, this couple came to me and said, "We're going to get 
married--could we use the cafeteria?" So, | said, "I'll talk to the school." And sure enough, the cafeteria was 
available. So, the night before | came with the key to make sure they could set up what they wanted to set 
up. And the next day | arrive and they arrive and | realize that they haven't got married and they're going to 
get married in the cafeteria. Okay. So, you know, "Do you have a priest?" "No." "Did you get your marriage 
license?" "No." | said, "But, you know, if a valid--". "No, we're going to do a Khmu wedding." Well, what | 
didn't know--I was doing the wedding. So the next thing | know it's time for the ceremony and they say, 
"Sister, get up there." So, there | am, doing the wedding. [laughs]. So, | did tell the bishop, and | did tell 
them that it wasn't a sacramental marriage and that it wasn't a legal--but they--"But it's a Knmu--we're 
married--it's a Knmu wedding." Okay, it's a Knhmu wedding. Okay, you know? [all laugh]. 


[00:54:52.22] SHANNON GREEN: Wow. So, after many years in Stockton, you were called into leadership? 
[00:55:00.08] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yes. 


[00:55:01.01] SHANNON GREEN: What was that transition like for you? 


[00:55:03.01] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, it was very surprising. The way that the process works is that 
you receive--people kind of initiate--they initiate--they write a--they'll fill out a form and kind of invite you or 
endorse you to consider it. Now | was really shocked, because | was in Stockton and | really wasn't having a 
lot of--I really wasn't interacting with the community a lot, because | was so busy obviously--for obvious 
reasons. So, | received a number of endorsements. And | had also been praying--! felt like I'd been--you 
know I'd been eleven years in Stockton and I'd really developed the ministry formation program. We had 
gotten it accredited, which was a very difficult thing to do, and only one of nine schools of ministry in the 
country that was accredited. So, | felt like--you know, you get "founder's-itis", and it was time to move on. 
So, | was feeling that, and! kept praying, you know, "Here | am, Lord." You know, "What do you want me 
to do?" And then | get all these endorsements. And so, it was like, okay. And | looked at them, and | 
thought--I listed everything they said and | said, "This really isn't totally me, but | guess | have to live up to 
some of this stuff." And | thought, you know, people who are saying this of me, it's really because it's in 
them. You know, that's how they--you know, they--! don't think they would have identified some of these 
things if it wasn't that also they had these gifts and skills. So, | went through the process, and then moved 
over to the Bay Area [California]. | know that most of the Sisters liked me--some of them didn't--[laughs]-- 
but that's par for the course. You know, | kind of smiled because | said | wanted to be a nurse and | had--| 
probably was in nineteen different hospitals with Sisters by the time | left my six years, because so many 
people had so many--either accidents or illnesses. | mean, | went to--you know, | would get a phone call-- 
somebody was in the emergency room at Stanford, or somebody was down, you know, in Pleasanton, or you 
know--it was just--there was always somebody sick somewhere. [laughs]. So, it was a matter of taking--of 
helping people, you know, through their illnesses--supporting them through their illnesses and their injuries 
or whatever it happened to be--and to listening to their stories and trying to treat them as adults. And | 
know one of the things that | always tried to do is to let them--know what was going on. So, | did, like, a 
little email periodically to let them know who was--sometimes this person did not want anyone to know they 
were sick. Then when someone found out, they'd get upset with me that | didn't tell them. But | said, you 
know, | couldn't. So, it was a matter of developing a lot of relationships and | think helping people take 
ownership for their own lives, too, because they are adults. 


[00:58:03.10] SHANNON GREEN: You know, we talk a lot about leadership formation at the Mount for our 
students. So, do you have any--you were talking about some of those--you said there were characteristics. 
What characteristics do you think would be helpful for young women thinking about leadership? 


[00:58:20.26] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Oh, | think first of all you have to know you don't know. | think that-- 
and that--you know, that was what helped me with the [unintelligible]--| don't know what | don't know. And 
so, if you acknowledge the fact that maybe you don't know, but you're--going to find out. You might--you'll 
eventually find out. But that's okay. If you don't know it, you don't Know. It's okay, because when you need 
to know it, it will happen. You need to be a good listener. And to be relational with people, you know--be on 
your little machines but to be face-to-face with people [unintelligible]. | think that was again, one of the 
things that helped as a regional. | would take--instead of meeting people in their homes, I'd take them to 
lunch. And you got a lot more--people were more relaxed over a meal, and they talked a lot more about 
their lives than they would have if you were sitting in a room with them. So, | think--not that they have to 
take people to lunch--but | think they--that or sit and have a cup of coffee with somebody, you know? But 
just to be--to kind of develop a--to let them know they're important and develop a relationship with them. | 
think those things are important. 


[00:59:25.06] SHANNON GREEN: What about your current ministry? How did you--come to be the J ustice 
Coordinator and how has that [unintelligible]? 


[00:59:34.11] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, | think | was born a justice person. So, all--in all my ministries, | 
was doing justice. And | think that what happened with--being the call to--most Sisters didn't know that. But 
Katherine Marie [Sister Katherine Marie Kreta '61], who was beginning to have some diminishment--she 
knew what | was doing. And | was involved in--when they--the ballot had the death penalty on it, the Desert 
Star [newspaper] and--had, like, a webinar and | was invited to be part of the webinar, and people would, 
you know, send in questions, and | would just [unintelligible]. There's a person for the death penalty and 


myself, that was against the death penalty, and so we had this webinar. So, Katherine Marie--| told her what 
we were doing, so she knew that. And so, there were a couple of things that was happening. Oh, | went to 
an immigration workshop. | wrote an article for the paper--for the diocese of San Bernardino. So, she knew 
that. So, | think when she was leaving, she was trying to think of someone who could replace her. So, she 
talked to Barbara Anne [Sister Barbara Anne Stowasser '60??] and said, you know, that | might be a good 
replacement. And my contract at the parish was up and it wasn't being renewed, and so, it was kind of like, 
the next step. | mean, | didn't really--| was tired, | had--I'd been a pastoral coordinator--it was--there were 
so many challenges with the school, there were so many challenges with the priests that were--that would 
come in that were my priest-ministers that would--well, anyway, we won't go into their stories or my story. 
But | was tired and | just needed a break. So, when Barbara Anne asked me, | said, "J ust give me some 
time off." Well, that didn't last very long. "Oh, just come in--oh, and by the way, you have a meeting now-- 
you have a Federation meeting in September so you have to go to that." So, I'm at this Federation meeting-- 
| haven't even started my job yet. | was sitting there like, you know--but anyway. It was a--right into it. 


[01:01:30.26] SHANNON GREEN: What do you do as part of the--what are some of the activities that go 
with that ministry? 


[01:01:35.19] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Well, one of the things that | think is very important is, we have--you 
know, you have to minister to the poor. You have to be able to provide for the needs of those that have 
needs. But you have to change the systems that cause the reason for those needs. So, | feel very strongly 
about working at a legislative--area. So, | send out an update--which | call a legislative update--every 
Monday, with certain issues that are current that Sisters can either sign a petition, they could make a phone 
call, they could write a letter--and if they don't do any of those things, at least they're aware, and they can 
pray about it. And so, at our Assembly, | gave everybody a copy of their legislative contacts, so that they 
have that, so that they know they--] mean, | think we know our Senators pretty well, but people don't 
necessarily know what district they are in, and who their Representative in the House is. So this--for me 
that's very important. | write legislative letters for the team--they sign them--we send them on. | write 
letters myself--| call--sign petitions. |'ve--one of the things that's been hard for me in this position, is when-- 
| always have been--when | worked before and | lived in the archdiocese, | was very connected with the 
ground-level. I'm not connected with the ground-level here, and that's been hard. I'm not actually working 
with the people. So, this is a whole different experience and it's a hard--because I'm not in the trenches, and 
so that's hard. But I'm aware of what's happening in the trenches. And so, | do work with some of the 
organizations--with CLUE [Clergy and Laity United for Economic J ustice]--l'm on their Rapid Response Team 
when someone's picked up that's a cleric, and we immediately call the office--the field office for ICE [U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement]. We write letters of support for 
the person to try to let them have at least a decent hearing. I'm connected with immigration--| mmigrant 
Defender's Law Center--and they do a lot of very--they're--they fund raise, they have grants, et cetera, so 
they can do a lot of legal work for people--immigrants. But sometimes the person needs money to file for 
their petition or whatever, so we've been able to provide some funds for that. J ust recently, I've been asked 
to be on Mayor Garcetti's [Eric Garcetti (1971-), Mayor of Los Angeles (2013-)] Interfaith Collective, and of 
course the big issue is the homeless. So, probably on the feet--ground thing I'm doing now is working on 
safe parking. Safe parking is to get churches to open their parking lots at night so people who live in their 
cars can park safely and they'll be a guard. They also have a social worker who'll rotate with these parking 
areas to see if we can get people off the streets into housing. So, I'm really--very involved in that right now. 
So, | don't know what else to tell you. [all laugh]. 


[01:04:35.01] SHANNON GREEN: What about--it's--for people who do justice work, especially in the way you 
do it, it's not an encouraging time. How do you stay spiritually grounded--how do you keep hope? 


[01:04:50.24] SISTER DIANE SMITH: You know, you have to have hope. And, you Know, even though--| 
always think something good has got to come out of this--something good is going to come out of this. And 
one of the things that | want to do, and I've already done one piece of it, but it needs to be redone--and 
that is, if enough of us could envision the world as it can be--I believe we could send positive energy out if 
we could envision the world as it can be. You know, what if there was no homelessness? How would--you 
know, if we envisioned what it would be if there was no homelessness--if we envisioned what it would be if 
there was no nuclear warfare. You know, | think--I just came from a workshop a couple of weeks ago, and 
the whole thing is that we have to do--send that positive energy--we do have energy--and if we have a 


collective positive energy, change can happen. So, | keep feeling--and there are a lot of things that--you 
don't see them in the news, but there are a lot of positive things that do happen. And Congress established a 
United States Institute for Peace, which nobody ever hears about--but they're out there working and they've 
really helped defuse some of the conflict, like in Africa and some of these places. You never hear about that. 
So, part of what | think all of us have to do is have that hope and to see where things are changing, and 
how things can change. One of the most powerful images that just recently was given to me was--a friend 
who went to Japan, and she went to Hiroshima, and was just horrified. And she said to a Japanese woman, 
"| am so sorry." And the Japanese woman said to her, "If you had not done this the war would have lasted 
longer and more people would have been killed." And it was like, can good come out of evil? You know, and 
I've been haunted with that--can good come out of evil? Can good come out of evil? | don't know--! just, 
you know. And so, I'm looking at the situation with our administration today--can some good come out of 
this? And | have to say, it's hard for me to hear people talk disparagingly about our President. Not that |--do 
not--I certainly do not agree with him. | have written him letters. I've actually gotten letters back--of course, 
not from him, but from the staff. But | think that if we want the world to become non-violent we have to be 
non-violent in our approach to those to whom we disagree. And that's--you know, we have--and | was just 
reflecting this morning on the fact that--we have to--if we're non-violent people, we have to be non-violent 
to the Earth and to the people. And | just read a reflection in Pax Christi's newsletter that--we have been the 
most violent country. People are afraid of us, because--look at--they know we've used the atomic bomb. And 
part of the North Korean situation is, they've done this to protect themselves from us, you know. And if we 
want them to give up their nuclear arms, then why are we not giving up our nuclear arms, you know? So 
anyway--l can go on about this forever. [all laugh]. | should shut up right now. [all laugh]. 


[01:08:00.05] SHANNON GREEN: As we kind of--we're going to start to draw to a close, but | would love to 
hear more of your reflection on the charism, and how that has [enlightened??] you and your ministry, and 
where you see it moving. 


[01:08:17.19] SISTER DIANE SMITH: You know, the charism is such an ethereal thing that it just--you just 
kind of absorb it--it's part of who you are. And | realize, you know, | did not have exposure to the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, but there was something about the Sisters of St. Joseph that already was innate to myself. So, | 
think living the charism is something innate. Now, you know, we used to articulate the charism as "unity and 
reconciliation". And | still feel very strongly about that--unity, that we are all one--we are all one with 
Creation, we are one with a little lizard that's out there. | am one, believe it or not--| am one with President 
Trump. You know, and | have to acknowledge the fact that we are all one. And so | think that, for me, part 
of that charism is not only living the mission of J esus in the way we live it, but that sense of unity is so 
strong within me. And | think that comes from my sense of the charism. And the reconciliation--that we have 
to be forgiving, and we have to try to reconcile people in whatever way we can. 


[01:09:19.22] SHANNON GREEN: Do you--what do you think the future of the charism is, as religious life 
changes? 


[01:09:25.28] SISTER DIANE SMITH: You know, | believe--I'm so happy that you're doing this. I'm so happy 
that Mount Saint Mary's is so immersed in our charism. And | feel like we've laid the foundations for that, 
and it kind of like it just--again, it's kind of this invisible thing that permeates. And we've come--what's going 
to happen to our community, | don't know, and | don't get too upset about it. | mean, we've done what God 
has called us to do. And part of Vatican I| is--was to enliven and awaken the laity and take their role as--in 
the Church. And that's happened. And | look at Mount Saint Mary's and | look at, you know, the President 
[Ann McEleney-] ohnson]--and | think, you Know, you and she and your faculty and your staff--you've been 
grounded in who we are, but you're going to create something new from that. And you are going to leave a 
legacy. And maybe we aren't going to be talking about the Sisters of St. Joseph twenty-five years from now, 
we're going to be talking about Mount Saint Mary's and the legacy that they have left in terms of the mission 
of Jesus. And that's good. 


[01:10:27.29] SHANNON GREEN: So, you don't sound too worried. 
[01:10:30.24] SISTER DIANE SMITH: No, I'm not worried at all. [all laugh]. | just--you know, | feel we've-- 


maybe--we were called to meet the needs of the people, and now we have people who are doing that as 
well, so it's--we've accomplished what we've been called to do. 


[01:10:46.16] SHANNON GREEN: That's beautiful. 
[01:10:46.28] SISTER DIANE SMITH: And that gets carried on. 


[01:10:49.05] SHANNON GREEN: So, we have just a couple of minutes left, and so | want to ask if there's 

anything that you reflected on that | haven't asked you about that you wanted to share, and/or if there are 
Sisters who don't--who are either no longer with us or can't speak for themselves that you would like us to 
know about and remember. 


[01:11:09.07] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | think the person that | would like to remember is Sister Rose Cecilia 
Harrington [(1919-2003)]. She was my Mistress of Postulants. And she terrified me in some ways. And she 
was--| mean, | was very, very--she was very prim and proper, and very straight. And so, that's how | 
remember her. Until the farmworker movement [Delano Grape Strike and Boycott (1965-1970)]. Now, | 
didn't realize that she had gotten involved in the farmworker movement until she got arrested. And some of 
Our reception sent--you know, "You've come a long way baby". And so, for me she was such an example. 
And then she worked at St. Joseph [Center]--and again, that whole sense of dignity of the person. You 
know, to provide a table with tablecloth and fresh flowers and to be served. The dignity that was provided to 
the people that come for those meals. And she was the one who created that. And so, it's called "Bread and 
Roses"--and part of it is after Rose Cecilia. So, | just--and then, after she, you know, loosened up--[laughs]-- 
| felt like she loosened up--we didn't know she had this in her, and | mean it was like, she took the girdle 
off, or whatever. But | had a lot of interaction then with her over the years, and | always felt, you know, that 
she was such a woman of justice, and really living the mission of Jesus, and such a positive person. So, you 
know, she's one person that--and the other person is Georgeann O'Brien [Sister Georgeann O'Brien '53 
(-1993)]. Georgeann O'Brien--when |--we both worked in the archdiocese together. And she was very 
justice-oriented, and we did--| mean, | probably got involved with stuff--we picketed the--El Centro, at the 
Detention Center, and | probably wouldn't have gone if it wasn't for Rose--wasn't for Georgeann. Then we 
went to [Camp] Pendleton and demonstrated, and she got arrested at Pendleton. So, | mean--I--she really 
kind of gave me the courage to stand up and do the protest. So, she was an important person to me. 


[01:13:10.29] SHANNON GREEN: Is there anything else you want to share? 


[01:13:13.18] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | think--you know | think I've probably shared it all, except that--every 
ministry I've had has been a calling. So, someone has called me to it. | mean, even when | ended up in Palm 
Springs as a Pastoral Coordinator, it was a calling. It's from someone else. | didn't initiate it. In fact, they 
kept bugging me and bugging me until | said yes, I'll come. [laughs]. And then |--you know, | was there 
three years and it was time to move on. It was just decided both--by both sides that it was time for me to 
move on. But during that time, | realized that everybody in the Church doesn't love everybody else [laughs]. 
And that's--you've got to just accept that fact. But also, during that time | was exposed to the homeless 
situation, even in Palm Springs, and to the gay community, which was a wonderful experience. So, even 
though there was the tension of a lot of things during my experience as a pastoral coordinator, there were a 
lot of beautiful things--especially having a deeper understanding of the gay community. And also, the 
homeless in Palm Springs. So, anyway. 


[01:14:23.01] SHANNON GREEN: Thank you. 


[01:14:27.23] KELBY THWAITS: So, | wanted to know, just informally, what are your feelings about Tucson, 
Arizona, and your experience? 


[01:14:39.04] SISTER DIANE SMITH: The fact that we are leaving Tucson--it's--you know, it's really hard 
because that's where we were first in the West, was Tucson. And there were so many people, and you 
know--and we went and stayed in that building that we stayed in with all those bedrooms had been so filled 
they had to bring in a trailer. So, it was such a significant part of our history and lives. And yet, when | think 
about it, I'd like someday to do a litany of all of the places we've been and are no longer. So, it's--] think 
probably it's hard for me to see that--as we look at Tucson-- they're fewer and fewer people, and probably 
we will no longer be in Tucson. But | think our presence there, our history there, will be remembered and 
live on. But it's hard to see us disappear from Tucson, yes. 


[01:15:27.17] KELBY THWAITS: You seem to have a very--what seems to be a practical or realistic as well 
as positive outlook on the future and how the influence in ministry will be able to be carried on, even if it 
doesn't look the same as it has for the last forty years. Do you want to say--is there anything else that you 
want to say about that? I'm not fishing for anything, I'm just curious. 


[01:15:58.29] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Yeah. No, | just think that, you know--things evolve. | mean, even 
with the community. When | look back at the changes and everything, you know, a lot of it wasn't planned. 
And the times--two times that we decided to have a five-year plan, it didn't work, because life evolves, and | 
think you have to be open to the evolution of what's coming next. | mean, | look at this building. You know, 
they say it has to be retrofitted. Well, maybe it will be cheaper to blow it up, you know? | mean, | don't 
know. But things you don't anticipate evolve. And so, | think in terms of the future, we'll know. You know, if 
you're faithful to prayer, if you're faithful to the Holy Spirit, if you're faithful to what's in your gut, you'll 
know. 


[01:16:41.29] [Director's comments]. 


[01:16:50.25] SISTER DIANE SMITH: | mean, | could have--| mean, with the Khmu | could probably do five 
hours on the Khmu. [all laugh]. Because there were so many interesting experiences--oh my gosh--and | 
love them deeply, and you know, | think at that time they just needed to know somebody was there for 
them. And again, that whole "white privilege" thing, because when they had to go to court, they always 
wanted me there, because | was part of the system, and they felt like they would have a better chance 
someone part of the system was--even if | wasn't, you know, representing them in a legal way, | was there 
representing them. So--. 


[01:17:24.21] KELBY THWAITS: Can | ask one more thing? You had talked about--well so, you yourself 
being very progressive, and also trying to encourage ordination of women or visibility for women. What kind 
of resistance did you encounter? And what was that like? 


[01:17:49.08] SISTER DIANE SMITH: Probably where | felt the resistance the most--when | was Pastoral 
Coordinator, because they had had a priest. And people wanted a priest. And so, there were people who 
embraced the fact that there was a woman very present during the liturgical celebrations--| mean, | didn't 
celebrate it, but | was always there for every liturgy--and | always did the announcements, and | did the 
bulletins. So, that | think is where | felt the most resistance, was the fact that people just had a very difficult 
time accepting me as the leader--some--some--because of the fact that | was a woman. | think one of the 
things that, for me, is--you know, sometimes there is--we talk about "the wall"--and let's face it, you can go 
under the wall, you can go over the wall, you can--| mean--and so sometimes there were walls, but | would 
look at them and I'd think, "Now, how can | get around this wall?". Or, "How can | go under it?" [laughs]. 
So, | think that | always had the ability to say, "You know, okay, now what do we do to get around this?", 
you know? So, you try to work with the resistance. But it is--it is sometimes very tough to see woman rabbi 
and knowing that | can't be a woman priest. But the J ewish community has been able to accept women as 
their liturgical leaders. Yeah. 


[01:19:15.25] [Director's comments]. 
[01:20:21.01] End of interview. 


